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STEWARD WITH FAITH

Let’s read together Matthew 25:16-30. It is the story of the master who rewarded the servant who 
put to work the talents he had been entrusted with. If we can all understand this principle, that 
we are stewards and not owners, then we will find, like this servant did, that it is not hard to give 
back to God what is His.

Yet in the same story we read that one of the servants was afraid and hid his talent. We need to be 
people who are in faith with the things God has entrusted to us. God does not want us to hold onto 
things in fear or hide that which He has entrusted us to use. Instead, let’s be good and faithful stewards 
of what belongs to God because He believes we can handle these things well.

THREE CHARACTERISTICS OF A GOOD STEWARD

Faith over fear
The good steward boldly stepped out and used his talents to the best of his ability. Think today 
about the talents God has given you, the giftings and abilities He has placed inside you; make  
a list.

Also take a moment to encourage those with you who might not see what God has placed in 
them. For example, someone might not see themselves as a great encourager until you tell them 
how encouraging they have been to you. 

Now think about how you are handling what God has placed in your hands. Are you confident 
with these things, are you using them regularly and growing in boldness? Or like the servant that 
is called “wicked and lazy”, are you hiding what God has given you? Like the man who says “I 
was afraid”, is there fear holding you back in any of these areas?

One of the reasons we can see in this passage for the servant acting as he did is that he was clearly 
afraid of the master; he calls him ‘a hard man’. Are there any areas in your life where you have fear 
because you don’t truly understand God’s nature? Take a moment now and ask the Holy Spirit 
if there are any lies that are stopping you using the talents He has placed in you. Look back to 
Week Two and remind yourself of who God really is.

The last step now is to dream! If you are going to be a servant full of faith over fear, then you will 
know that nothing is impossible for God. There are no limitations to what God will do as you 
step out in boldness and faith. Remember that you serve a limitless God today.



Wisdom over waste
The second characteristic we see in the “good and faithful servant” and indeed in many parables 
in the Bible, is that this servant acted with wisdom. He invested well and was able to produce 
and multiply the talents by handling them wisely. Let’s take a moment and look at those talents 
we have been entrusted with. Do you think you are using them with wisdom? Give an example.

In Matthew 25 we read the Parable of the Ten Virgins. Five of the virgins were called “foolish” 
because they had not brought enough oil to keep their lamps burning while they waited for the 
bridegroom. They had to ask the five “wise” virgins if they could borrow some of their oil. Their 
wise response was: “‘No, there may not be enough for both us and you.” So the foolish virgins 
left to buy oil and in the meantime the bridegroom arrived; the wise virgins went in and the door 
was shut. When the foolish virgins arrived and asked to be let in, the bridegroom said, “Truly I 
tell you, I don’t know you.”

The bridegroom’s response is interesting as until this point, the story makes us think they all were 
invited. However, it seems he only knew the five wise ones and they in turn knew him. If we want 
to operate a life of wisdom, we must KNOW God. It is through God that wisdom originates, the 
very God who created the universe calls us friends and wants to live in relationship with us. To 
be a wise servant, you must know Him and cultivate a relationship with the One who is wisdom.

How do we get wisdom? If you need wisdom the Bible is clear: ask God.

Today, let’s take a moment and ask God for wisdom in whatever situation we are in. Let’s ask 
Him for wisdom to handle what He has entrusted to us. In Proverbs 3:13-18, we are told that 
we are blessed when we find wisdom, so let’s make sure we ask for it.

When we operate wisely, God can entrust us with more. Jesus tells us:

If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all without 
finding fault, and it will be given to you.

James 1:5



Faithful over entitled
The good servant had an attitude of faithfulness. He never said to the master, ‘here are your 
talents but the ones I made are mine’. Instead, his response was, ‘here is what you entrusted me 
with and here is what I have done with it in my care’. Now compare this with the workers in 
Matthew 20. In this parable, the servants get upset because the master decides to pay those who 
worked part of the day the same as those who worked the whole day. The master’s response was:

The servants had forgotten that everything belonged to the master and that he was fair and 
generous. 

The central essence of stewardship is that we manage everything God brings into our lives in a 
manner that honours God and impacts eternity. Today, let’s repent of any area where we have had 
an entitled mentality and instead let’s have a faithful attitude with all that we are entrusted with.

“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is 
dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.”

Luke 16:10 

“Didn’t you agree to work for a denarius? Take your pay and go. I want to give the one 
who was hired last the same as I gave you. Don’t I have the right to do what I want 

with my own money? Or are you envious because I am generous?”
Matthew 20:13-15



Let’s PARK together! Let’s know that we are called to be good stewards and ask for wisdom 
as we carry this responsibility throughout the week.

ParkP.A.R.K
PRAY
Make prayer a central part of your gathering

AFFIRM
Emphasise what God’s word says and how we can build our lives on it

REMEMBER
Take a moment to remind ourselves of God’s goodness and faithfulness

KNOW
Commit to what we have learned and how we can take these truths into our week


